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For 57 years, Alfred Endres told his family he had 
been a barber, chauffeur, and translator in World 
War II. But following the death of his wife, Alfred 
quietly started sharing a glimpse into his actual 
wartime experiences. His daughter first began 
capturing those fractions of stories on napkins during 
her weekly nursing home visits, which grew into a 
nearly two-decade deep dive into his true role in the 
war—a reluctant front-line machine gunner in 
Europe from 1944 to 1945. 
     Intensely researched and thoroughly human, 
Alfred Alfred Alfred Alfred compiles a lifetime panorama of one infantry-
man who never wanted a part in the war but accepted 
it. He returned home, discernably the gentle Wiscon-
sin farmer he was when he left, to a family unknow-
ing what he had done and what he had survived.  

Author Louise Endres Moore is 
Alfred’s daughter, raised one of 
eight siblings on a farm in Lodi, 
Wisconsin. A mathematics 
instructor, it was her initial major in 
psychology that sustained her 
through years of researching her 
father’s path in World War II and 
his reluctance to speak of it. Listen 
carefully. War does not feel good to 
those who have given the most. 
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